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I worked for the UN on the conflict in divided Somalia from 1993-2006. The division in that country was 

palpable in the city of Mogadishu that was, at the beginning of the conflict, divided between General 

Mohamed Farah Aidid in the South claiming to be President and businessman Mr. Ali Mahdi Mohamed in 

the North of the same city, also claiming to be President of the country. Both were from the Hawiye clan 

of the Somali set-up. I worked on both sides of Mogadishu and moved across the green line day-in day-out. 

Each move, I had many Guards in 3 SUVs with 12 AK-47s (standard UN protocol for such moved), ready 

to fight to protect the clans' UN rented SUVs and not myself as I was initially made to believe. However, 

protecting the vehicles should be seen as protecting the occupants. The reality only comes during any 

attempt to loot one vehicle. But this is not at issue today as it should be explored elsewhere. 

Sometime in 1994, we had a cholera outbreak in North Mogadishu. We mobilized all international NGOs 

to help contain it. The UN had a very good relationship with Ali Mahdi and delivered the message seeking 

security support for the INGOs. He agreed. 

Nonetheless, some people started shooting at the INGOs. The UN security guys led by Naulu Mataitini 

(Fiji), realised it was from militia loyal to General Aidid. Amb. Lansana Kouyaté (Guinea), the Deputy 

Head of the UN Mission in Somalia, (UNOSOM II), and later Executive Secretary of ECOWAS and PM 

of Guinea, immediately approached General Aidid after the INGOs suspended 

work for fear for their lives. He sought to know what was going on. Apparently, the militia saw efforts 

aimed at containing the cholera as denying their own share of international goodies since no delivery spots 

were equally seen in South Mogadishu. The shots became a way to deliver the message that they wanted 

their own share. Kouyaté in a diplomatically joking manner asked if the militia wanted a share of the cholera 

that was killing people in the northern part of Mogadishu. He explained the priority of the day: containing 

cholera in North Mogadishu to prevent a spread to South Mogadishu. 

Why tell this story? It is meant to address the restructuring psychosis in Nigeria. Nigerians are losing it. 

Why can they no longer look at every objective situation and not see another restructuring palava? Even 

professionals no longer value the truth. They must play to the political gallery of partisanship or ethnicity 

by bashing President Buhari on every issue with a sharing as opposed to producing mentality. They are not 

even ready to see the need to fight to liberate the country from the killing choke of thieves of the Jonathan 

and Buhari eras. Everything has to be fixed into the North-South sharing divide or fake news of APC-PDP 

divide. 

This takes me to the politicization of the right decision of President Buhari at a 2015 meeting with Kim 

Yong Jim President of the World Bank at which he requested the prioritization of the Bank’s intervention 

in Norther Nigeria, particularly in the Boko Haram infested Northeast of Nigeria. Every international 

agency prioritises. Prioritization does not mean doing nothing in other parts. In actual fact, good 

journalism should have provided analysis on the WB efforts in Nigeria in recent times. I know that they are 

struggling on preventing the sharing of money meant for intervention projects by southern thieves alias 

leaders. If President Buhari sought prioritization of WB interventions to Boko Haram invested Northeast 

of the country, does that mean he has a northern agenda? And he is against the South of Nigeria? Do 

Southern professionals engaging in this politicization really want their own share of cholera? The priority 

should be a focus on thieves whose efforts brought Boko Haram in the first instance. Nigeria would have 



done without a cap in hand begging at the WB if those thieves had been earlier tackled. And this is not too 

late. Restructurers and partisan analysts masquerading as professionals, please save the fire for next time. 

 


